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s the chorus of goeen crusaders
worldwide to save toees reach-
¢35 a crescendo, a group of sci-
entists, wood experts, and
entrepreneurs in Bangalore
ave faken upon themselves
the daunting task of changing the rule
of the game by promoting growlng and
cutting of trees for large scale commer-
cial uses. “Grow, harvest and utilize
trees,” s thelr new mantra,
The sclentists, at the Institute of
‘Wood Sclence and Technology (TWST)
In Malleswaram, a centre of excellence
In wood sclence research and sandal
wood tree research under Indian
Councll of Forestry Research and
Bducation, have identified about 40 spe-
cies of commercially viable alternative
‘mees, a large number of them of native
s.-w
The tree species are grown and com-
ared with teak wood. Based on those
the end-users are found. The
are sent out to the BIS (Bureau
of Indlan Standards, 399, 1965)
*The stress is on using plantation-

scigntific and technical support from
the institute.
There are around 3,000 species of tim-
ber trees found in India. Of this, 1,600
~ have commercial value and can be cut
and used for different purpases.

I comparative analysis and scientific
tests, these trees are found to have clos-
est resemblance to properties found in
teak wood, the bench-mark wood to

ascertain strength properties of other
tree specles.

The Institute has recommended grow-
Inganﬁh&nlﬁﬂnguf lesser knowm but
equally good timber trees as that of pri-
mary timber species : Gironriera reticu-

+ lsta {churchl), Gyrecarpas fasquindi (tan-

| ok, Mastixis arbores, Protium sereatom

(murrtenga), Sterculia urens (karar],

- Tmmaringus indfca (imil). The list comes

with different end-uses suggested for
frees.

As Wrightia tinctoria — popularly
| known as Dudhi or Hale tree — gets
| smarce, scentists recommend alternative
| timbers to meet the growing demand of

toy-makers and wood artisans from
Kamataka and neighbouring states:
Ading {Haldu), Grevillia robusta
{silver . Acacta auriculacmormis,
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Scientists, however, rue that the idea
of growing and barvesting altecnative
tmber trees for commercial purposes is
vet to catch the imagination of com-
mon people,

This is attributed to lack of adequate
Information on alternative tmers In the
public demain,

Scientists have also conducted studies
on the strength properties of exotic spe-
cles of trees for commerclal use,
Mr:f;:apils eminii (muslzl), Swistenla

h i (marag), E congtorti-
siliguoaem, Ochromea lagopues (balsa wood)
are some of the exotic tree species.

Besides, there are also timber tree spe-
ches with suitable strength properties for
different structural and non structural
uses.

These are: Excalypius fereticomis (non-
coppice and coppice), Eucalyptus
carmaldulensis (encalypts), Acacia auricu-
laeformis (Bengal jali), Morus alba
1M1thl:rq-'], Hewea braziliensis (rubber

improve healtl
of the
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Asked what type of trees people of
Bargalore shoukd go for, Dr Ramakantha
says people should be encouraged to
grow and use locally available trees like
sandal (Sentelum albwm), jackiruit
{Arfocarpus heteraphplius), kadamba

{Anthecephalus Indicus), parijata
{Nyctanthes arbor-tristels), jamun
Syl curmnind), Asokn (Saraga Asoka),
Champak (Michelta chanmpacd) , Neem
{Agadirachta indica) ete. These trees can
be grown In ‘human altered environ-
ment' outslde the ‘natural eco system’
and harvested according to their respec-
tive rotation perlod.

With the rapid shrinking of urban
space, Dr Ramakantha says It has
become Imperative to grow trees that
serve some purpose to mankind. He
points out mast of the trees In and
around Bangalore and in major Indian
clties are neither good for ecology sys-
tem nor do they have any economic
value.
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Points out,

The efforts in identifying commer-
cially viable trees is aimed at ensuring
that tree conservation becomes anopt- |

trees that can indeed be cut for com-
mercial use, end up cutting trees that ane
actually beneficial for the environment

The institute, besides being a centre
of excellence for research in wood sc-
ence and sandal wood trées; has become
a soughi-after place for training forest
department officials, entpepreneurs
keen on learning about production of
unique wood products, furnitione using
rubber and other new varieties of timber
treas,

The wood museum at the 4:m11m_4a us-
showeases varlous types of woods : ]
with their unique praperties and
uses. For rural youths, mlnLuqfndl.l.tiﬁ’

for making various wood products are’
alwn belng provided.
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